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Two LETTERS 
H. H. PIUS VI. 1. 2 


BISHOP OF LEON, 


AND THE 
PRELATES OF GERMANY. 
| TO WHICH ARE ADDED 


A LETTER 


"FROM - 
CARDINAL ANTONELLI 
Prefect of the Congregation of rROrACGAUDA FIDE, 

BY ORDER OF H. H. 
TO THE 


'HiHops, Utcars Bpoftolic, etc. 
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OF THE CHURCH OF ROME, 
IN HIS MAJESTY'S DOMINIONS. 


WITH 


, EXTRACTS. OF A LETTER 
| FROM 
CARDINAL GERDILYL 
ME on 
MoNSE1G. E RS K IN E, 
| AUDITOR OF H, k. 


CARDINAL ANTONELLI 


TO THE 


ROMAN CATHOLIC PRELATES OF IRELAND. 
4 * 
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LETTERS, &c. FROM ROME. 


——— 


VENERABILI FRATRI, 


JOANNI FRANCISCO, 


EPISCOPO LEONENST, 
PIUS PP. VL 
VENERABILIS FRA TER. SALUTEM, 4 Ke. 


anguſtias, quibus afficimur, quz- 


que tecum, et cum tuis confratribus, ſunt 
nobis communes, illud Nobis ſingulari ſola- 


tio fuit, quod omnes ferè principes, et cul- 


tiores nationes certatim gloriæ ſibi duxerint 
hoſpitio excipere, atque alendos curare eos 
egregios exules Gallos, qui odio religionis 


ſuis bonis et domiciliis exuti, et ejeQi ad 


vitæ ſubſidia comparanda adaQi ſunt confu- 


gere ad exteros, ut in alienis ditionibus vi- 


tam trahere poſſent. 


Hos inter principes, et has inter na- 


tiones enituit profe to Magnæ Britannia 


Rex 


70 ns VENERABLE BROTHER i 
JOHN FRANCIS, 
1] b 

SENDS GREETING, Kc. 


Aud IDST ED. cares and perplexities 

which ſurround us, and which you and your 
brethren ſhare with us, we have the comfort 
to reflect, that moſt princes and civilized na- 

tions have thought it a duty to come forward 
to the relief and ſupport of the valuable 

French exiles, whom the hatred of religion 

has- ſtripped of their poſſeſſions and driven 
from their habitations to ſeek (ecurnty'1 in lo- 

| reign Nations. R 


Y Among theſe ſovereigns and theſe na- 
0 8 tions the illuſtrious King of Great Britain 


Rex illuftris, et inclyta patio hujus regni, in 


quo typis editum prodiit in vulgus ſcriptum 
quoddam pulchris verborum, rationumque 
coloribus diftinQtum, ad excitandam omnium 


humanitatem maxime accommodatum. Cui 
quidem incepto adeo felix reſpondit eventus, 
ut frequentiflima coaluerit hanc ipſam ob 
cauſam privatorum hominum multitudo, in 
qua Rex quidem ipſe primas habuit partes; 
quæque apud reliquos etiam ordines cujuſ- 


cumque conditionis exemplo, et incitamenta 


fuit, ut plurimi ad magnam pecuniæ vim 
ultro ſuppeditandam, et in commune confe. 
rendam inito veluti fœdere convenirent. 

N privata ſubſidia acceſſit etiam gene- | 
ralis colledda, et contributio, a Rege ipſo per 
encyclicas litteras imperata, que ipſius huma- 
nitatem, liberalitatemque ſingularem omni- 
bus teſtatam perpetuo facient. Quemad- 


modum vero minime ſufficit, ut ſubſidia col- 


ligantur, ac preſta ſint, niſi ea uno eodem- 
que tempore pro unius cujuſque i inopia ſup- 
peditentur, ita Tu Ven. Frater, qui merito 
paublicæ exiſtimationis laudem collegeras, 
opportune deleQus fuiſti, qui nedum ſubſi- 
dia iſthæc in unum collecta conferres, ſed 
etiam gui de ſtatu, et inopia tuorum confra- 


trum, 


1 
5 


(1689) 


and his fubjeQte” have made a conſpicuous bk 
; figure. Tn that kingdom an addreſs * was 
— publiſhed, calculated, by the brilliancy * 
© expreſſion and the ſtrength of argument, to 

excite the national benevolence. A deſign ſo 
glorious was crowned with ſucceſs. The King 
was pleaſed to ſet the example, and it was 
foon followed by liberal contributions of his 
ſubjetts of all deſcriptions. A large ſum of 
money was collected and brought to the 
common ſtock. e 


Private donations were followed by a 

5 1 public contribution, encouraged by a King, 
whoſe humanity and munificence muſt be 
ever remembered with the ſincereſt gratitude. 
But to ſecure the end propoſed by this pri- 
vate and public liberality, it was neceſſary to 
deal out the ſupplies with diſcretion, and in 
proportion to the real wants of its ſeveral ob- 
Jets. The ſuffrages of the public, long ac- 
- quainted with your virtues, and witneſſes of 
your zealous exertions in favour of the French 
Clergy, named you to this important truſt. 


; + The Addreſs firſt printed in behalf of the French Clergy was 
| written by the Rigpt, Hon. Edmund Burke. 


(16; ) 


trum, alibrumque ecsleſiaſticorum Gallorum 


vigilem curam ſuſciperes, ut de cujuſque in- 
digentia eos redderes certiores, qui pecunias 


depoſitas apud ſe euſtodiebant; ex quo fac- 
tum eſt, ut nihil ee ulli unquam de- 
fuerit, aut deſit. 


Nos Fay ac a nuntium acce- 


pimus, noſtris in forma brevis litteris, quas 


hac eadem de ſe ſcriplimus Ven. Fratribus 
Archiepiſcopis et Epiſcopis, ac DileQis Fi- 


lis, Abbatibus, Abbataſſis, Capitulis, et Clero 
tam Sæculari quam Regulari Germaniæ, die 

21 Novembris, ſuperioris anni 1792, meritis 
laudibus afficiendum putavimus Regem ip- 
ſum, et nationem unjverſam his verbis. 
Nos certè maxima laude cumulare debe. 

| . preſertim Magnæ Britannia 


*. mus — 


„ Regem illuſtrem, et inclytam illius Regnj 


* nationem, qui omnes erga ſui ſimiles, duQM 
* quodam ſpiritu humanitatis, ut alt 8. Am- 
* brofius, iiſdem ſubſidia ſuppeditarunt, æmu- 
-  Jantes gloriam antiquorum Romanorum, 
e apud quos videbatur valde decorum, pa- 
tere domos bominum illuftrium hoſpitibus 


„ jlluſtribus; idque etiam Reipublice eſſe 


oe ornamento, homines externos hoc libera- 
oF * litatis genere in urbe noſtra n non ebert, 8 
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(676) 
f It now became your duty to ttanſaſt buſineſs 
7 with the benevolent committee, and to enn 
quire into the reſpedctive ſituation of the 
exiles, and you have diſcharged your truſt in 
ſuch a manner, that no one has had, or now 
has, the leaſt reaſon to complain. 


L On the receipt of this intereſting i in- 
4 | RE FEE: we addreſſed a Brief®, bearing date 
4 November 21, 1792, to our venerable Bre- 

5 thren, the Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and to our 


beloved Children, the Abbots, Abbeſſes, 5 
Chapters, and the Secular and Regular 
Clergy of Germany, in which ve expreſſed 
our approbation of your conduct, and deli. 
vered our unfeigned eſteem for the King and 
the whole nation in the following terme: - 
<« We have e, reaſon to applaud and 1 
* commend— in a ſpecial manner the 
e illuſtrious. King of England and the whole 
* Britiſh nation, who following the impulſe 
* of humanity, have ſuccoured the wretched, |} 
c and as St. Ambrofe ſays, rivalling the glory 
« of the ancient Romans, have thought it a | 
e duty to open their doors to the unfortu- 
<<, nate exiles, and an honour to their country 
4 to afford it an opportunity to ſhew its gene- 
pp towards foreigners,” / 


* The Brief follows this Letter, 


But 


« : 7 % 
% . a 


Cut autem nos lateat, num hz © 163 
tre litteræ, quarum exemplum ad te mitti- 


mus, iſthuc pervenerint, conſilium cepimus 
ſcribendi tibi, utpote qui ille es, quo iſthic 
Rex, et natio uſa eſt pro ſubſidiis partiendis, 


atque diſtribuendis, ut ipſe occafionem ha- 
bens alloquendi egregios viros, qui hujuſ- 
modi præſunt operi, efficias, ut Regi, et na- 
tioni innoteſcat, quales grati animi ſenſus 
per nos foveantur, et quantus apud nos anti- 


quæ iplorum exiſtimationi cumulus acceſ- 


ſerit. | 
Ad hc incredibilem noſtram conſola- 
tionem debes adj ungere, qua nos mirum in 
modum recreati ac refetti ſumus intelligen- 
tes iſtorum regnorum Catholicos levatos 


fuiſſe onere legum pœnalium, quo illi a tanto 


jam tempore premebantur; idque adhuc ma- 
gis quia Regem et nationem eo deveniſſe no- 
vimus non tantum ſua ſponte, et propriæ hu- 


manitatis impulſu, ſed etiam ob probam, pru- 


dentemque vivendi rationem eorundem Ca- 
tholicorum, qui obſequio, obedientia, ac fide 
nemini concedentes, amorem fibi, ac fidu- 
ciam regiminis, ſuorumque indigenarum de- 
meruerant. 1 6 DIO 2 
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But as we do not know Whether this 
brief ever reached you, of which you will re- 


ceive a copy encloſed, we thought it proper to 
write to you, whom the King and the nation 
have employed to diſtribute the contribu- 


tions, chat you may aſſure the Gentlemen 


of the Committee of the grateful ſenſe we 
entertain of the bounty of the King and 


of the nation, whom we conſider as hav- 


ing added a new luſtre to the dignity of the 
crown and the honour of their country. 


To thoſe ſentiments you will add, that 


we have heard with a heart-felt ſatisfaction, 


that the Catholics of thoſe kingdoms have 


been relieved from the preſſure of a penal 


code under which they had long groaned. 

The manner in which this was done adds 
greatly to our comfort. We admire on one 
hand the liberality of ſentiment manifeſted 
by government, and on the other we obſerve 
with pleaſure the fidelity and loyalty of the 
Catholics, which conciliated the confidence 


of their rulers and the eſteem of their fellow 
ſubjects. „ 
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bDerſuaſum nobis eſt, te mm animi 


dete hoe, quod tibi imponimus, munere, 
et officio defunfturum. Vellemus equidem 
ea conditione eſſe, ut fingulorum ecele ſiaſti- 
corum exules è Galliæ regno poſſemus indi- 
gentiis oecurrere, et opem ferre. Sed ingens 
numerus eorum, qui a nobis excepti ſunt, 
quique per nos ſuſtentantur, adeo excrevit, 
ut noſtras jam vires excedat; adeoque maxi- 
me noſtra intereſt, ut grato animo ſimus erga 


inclytam nationem, quam pro certo habemus 
vobis ſemper adfuturam, do nec epiſcopi, alii- 


que eccleſiaſtici regni Galliarum poſſint ad 


ſuas ſedes, et eccleſias reverti: Eo vel magis 


quia ſcriptum, cujus ſuperius meminimus, 
certos nos reddit, ex optima vivendi ratione 
a Gallis eceleſiaſticis inita auctam vehementer 
fuiſſe commiſerationem, quam ærumnæ in- 
dignè prorſus ab iis perlatæ excitaverant, et 
certos item nos facit, nationis iſtius humani- 
| tatem, liberalitatemque ita late patere, ut vel 
ad ipſos ſuos hoſtes porrigatur. 
Aliis noſtris litteris coaQi nuper fuimus : 


ideles commonere provinciz præſertim Pic- 


tavienſis, et Britanniæ Minoris, ut ſibi cave- 
rent a quodam Guillot de Folleville, quem 
perbibent ſe epiſcop?f Agrae, et Vicarii Apo- 


ſtolici 
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5 ( 11, ) 

WA ry that .you. will with pleaſyrs 
comply with. our requeſt. We ſhould be 
happy to bave it in our power to relieve the 
wants of every ecclelialie baniſhed from 
F rance: but ſo great is the number of thoſe 
who have relorted to Rome, and who are 
maintained by us, that we really can do no 
more. It is then our duty to feel and to ex- 
preſs our gratitude towards x a nation who we 


truſt will neyer ceaſe to protect and enter- 


tain you till, the, bilkops . and prieſts may be 
enabled to return o their dioceſes and their 


| churches, We are the more. inclined to in- 


dulge this hope, becauſe the publication above 
mentioned aſſures us, that the regular and 
exemplary lives of the French eccleſiaſtics 
have greatly added to the public commiſera- 
tion which had been excited by their ſuffer- 
ings, and that the humanity and liberality of 
the Engliſh nation is extended even to Its 
enemies, 


We have lately addreſſed another Brief 
to the Faithful of the provinces of Poitiers 
and Little Britany to warn them againſt the 
inſidious attempts of a Guillot de Folleville, 

who iyles himſelf Biſhop of Agra and Vicar 
By: dee. 


1 < 7 J 


toliei nomine Hubchpate⸗ Quoniam ' autem 


illis noſtris litteris peculiaris de te mentio 


fakta eſt, opportunum ducimus hiſce adjun- 
gere earumdem litterarum exemplum, ut tu 


quoque Diceceſanos tuos ab hujuſmodi de- 
ceptione retrahendos maximè cures. 


Speramus equidem fore, ut anguſtias 


et kgzritudines, in quibus verſamur, tandem 
aliquando gaudia, et conſolationes excipiant, 
quas noſtris ſane precibus quotidie a Deo 


Optimo Maximo poſtulamus, dum interim 


tibi, tuis confratribus, aliiſque eccleſiaſticis 


Gallis in iſto. regno commorantibus Apoſto- 


licam Benedittionem peramanter imperti- 
mur. 


; Datum 2 Septembris 1793, Pontificatus nofiri, 
Kano AXIA. : 


* 
0 ie CIA o 
222 OBESTAT 5 


* 
Apoſtolic“. As in that Brief we had occaſion 
to mention your name, we ingloſe a copy of 


it for your peruſal, that you may join your 
zealous endeavours to ours to, caution your 


Dioceſans n the ſnare, 6 


We are wilth; to hope, that the dif- 


culties under which we labour will give place 


to joy and comfort, which we daily beg of 


Almighty God. In the interim, we give to 


you, to your Brethren, and to all the French 
Eccleſiaſtics i in Togo” our r Apoſtolical Be- 


nediQion. 


Dated Sept. 2, 1793, the 19th of our Pontiſicate. 


'* This perſon pretended to be authoriſed by his 
Holineſs as Vicar Apoſtolic ;—and the Brief was only 


intended to caution the people againſt ſo wicked a de- 
h ception. | 
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Venerabilibus Fratribus,  Archiepi copic, & Ebi co 
bis, et Dileflis A, Abbatibus, Ihle Fs, 
Captiulis, & Clero tam Secuart, N 8585 
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Venerabiles Wake ac o Dilei Nl, Salutem, er | 


Apoſtolicam Benedictionem. 


Der nemini ſunt, nec ſine lacrymis 


commemorari cauſæ paſſunt, propter quas 


Archiepiſcopi, Epiſcopi, Parochi, Sacerdotes, 


CJClerici, Sacræ Virgines, & plurimi ex Regu- 
laribus Regni Galliarum, illuſtrioribus editis 


ſuæ Religionis argumentis, ' coatti ſunt ſfuas 


derelinquere ſedes, domicilia, ac bona, di- 


verſaſque petere cum Catholicas, tim Aca- 
tholicas Regiones, in quas faciliùs potuerunt 


confugere, ea apud Exteros ſubſidia poſtu- 
lantes, quæ a Suis obtinere nequirent. Hæc 
inclyti Cleri in varias partes diſperſio non 
potuit 
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ty P: ls Brethreh the Arch} ſhops and 
| Biſhops, and to his beloved Children, the Abbots, 
Abbeſſes and Chapters, and to the Secular and 

.; Regular Clergy e Y,, 35 | | 


. PIUS THE. SIXTH, POPE, 
Fl . Sends oe ond Applic Benediflion. 


Vencrable Brettitdh; al Beloved Chitaren, 


WI have long vitneſſed and lamented 
the violent proceedings which have driven the 
Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and Secular and Regu- 
lar Clergy, and religious perſons of both 
ſexes, who adhered ſtedfaſtly to their God and 
their duty, from their Sees, Churches, their 
habitations and their property, to ſeek a ſub- 
ſiſtence in other countries of all religious per- 
ſuaſions which they could not find in their 
on. This unjuſt aggreſſion was every where 
beheld with horror and indignation, and we 
cannot ſufficiently commend. not only Ca- 
Odds % 
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4 6 
potuit ſans animos omnes non commovere: 
Nosque certè maxima laude cumulare debe- 
mus non ſolum Principes; Paſtores, et Popu- 


Jos Catholicos, qui per Evangelium edodti. 


& veræ charitatis ſpiritu inflammati hos be- 


nigne exceperunt Fidei Confeſſores, eoſque 
: impenſk ſua alendos ſumpferunt; ſed Princi- 


pes etiam, et Populos Acatholicos, et in his 
præſertim Magnæ Britanniz Regem Iluſtrem, 
et inclytam illius Regni Nationem, qui om- 
nes erga ſui ſimiles, ducti quodam ſpiritu Au. 


manitatis, ut ait S. Ambroſius*, iiſdem ſubſidia 


ſuppeditarunt, æmulantes gloriam antiquorum 
Romanorum, apud quos videbatur valde deco- 


rum, patere domos hominum illuſtrium hoſpitibus 


illuſtribus; idgue etiam Reipublice efſe ornamen- 


to, homines externos hos liberalitatis genere in 


rde noſtra non egeret. 


Ad Nos quod pertinet, qui licet i imme- 


Tits Paſtoris univerſalis, et Patris omnium 


F idelium munus gerimus, majori, quàm cæ- 
teros, onere obſtrittos eſſe putavimus, promp- 


tam ferendi opem Exulibus biſce infelicibus, 


qui in Noſtrum ſinum ſe conjecerunt. Per- 


ſuaſum enim Nobis ſatis ſuperque eſt, nuſs 
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1 4 


De REY „ I. 216 


quam 


1 


1 


ty 
tholic princes, paſtors and people, who fol- 
lowing the precepts of the goſpel, and aftuated 
by the ſpirit of charity, received thoſe confeſ- 


ſors of the faith with kindneſs, and relieved 


their wants with liberality, but other princes 
and nations likewiſe who diffent from the 


Catholic Church, and eſpecially the illuſtrious 
King of Great Britain, and the Britiſh ſuh= _ 


jets, who, with an unanimity of eſteem ſor 
J 3 9, | 


their fellow-creatures, and in a ſpirit of lau- 


dable humanity, pitied their ; ſufferings and 
relieved tneir neceſſities, rivalling, as * St. 
Ambroſe obſerves, the glory of the ancient 
Romans, who thought it a duty * to throw 
« open their doors to illuſtrious viſitors, and 


an honour to the Republic to provide libe- 


* rally for the accommodation of foreigners 
ein their city.“ | | 
As for ourſelves, who, though unwor- 


thy, have the honour to be the Univerſal Pa- 
ſtor, the Father of all the faithful, we thought 


ourſelves bound by the moſt ſacred ties to 


grant ſpeedy relief to the unfortunate exiles 


who fled to us for proteQion. For we have 


ever been convinced, that liberality never 


* De Office. l, 3 | 
Cicero de offic. 2. 


ſhines 


(8) 


* juſtivis, nunquam poſſe liberalias ero- 


gari ſubſidia, quam in eos, qui propter cau- 
ſam Chriſti rerum ſuarum diſpendia pertule- 
runt, quique de Sedibus ſuis contumelioſeé, et 
violenter ejetti peragrant Regiones, atque in- 
ter ignotos vitam quaſi lolitariam degere com- 
pelluntur. Hine a primo tam dire hujuſce 
inſedtationis initio. patefecimus Gallis, five 
Eccleſiaſticis, ſive Laicis, viſcera pietatis, 
ipſoſque cum omni beneficentia, & gratia 
comple xi ſumus. 5 
| « Sperabant profeQo hi Exules æcrum- 
noſi, ſe vitam dutturos, fi minùs commodam, 


at curis plane vacuam, atque tranquillam in iis, 
ad quzappulerant, Locis : Sed inopinati Gal- 
licarum Copiarum progreſſus in Sabaudiam 


præſertim, et in Civitatem, Comitatumque 
Nicienſem, eoſdem ad novam, magiſque la- 
mentabilem fugam capeſſendam compulerunt. 
Nos equidem in iiſdem charitatis ſenſibus, et 


in eadem voluntate defixi, inter ipſas rerum 


anguſtias, in quibus verſamur, mandavimus, 
atque præcepimus, ut novi hujuſmodi Exules 


exciperentur, atque alerentur non in Noſtra 


hac Urbe dumtavat, ſed in Provinciis etiam 
Noſtræ Ditionis: Et hanc ipſam ob cauſam 


Ency clicis Litteris diei 10 o menſts © Oclobrie 


proxime 


- 
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ſhines with greater luſtre than when it is exer- 


ciſed towards thoſe who have ſacrificed their 


all to Chriſt, and who, violently and unjuſtly 


driven from their habitations, wander into 
_ unknown regions deprived of all the comforts 


of a ſocial life, From the beginning of the 
perſecution the French Eccleſiaſtics and Lay- 

men have been received by us with every tel- 
9 of affection and benevolence. | 


The unfortunate Emigrants were wil. | 
ling to hope, that if they could not live at 
their eaſe, at leaſt that they might ſpend their 
days free from care in the places which they 
had choſen for their retreat; but the rapid 
progreſs of the French forces into Savoy, and 
the city and county of Nice, obliged them to 
ſeek for ſafety by a more diſtant and more 


diſtreſſing flight. In theſe circumſtances, 
| forgetting our own diſtreſs, and attending on- 


ly to principles of univerſal charity, we iſſued 


our peremptory orders, that theſe additional 


gueſts ſhould be received and entertained, not 
only in this our city, but in all the provinces 
lubject to our authority. On the 10th of laſt 
October we publiſhed our encyclical letters 

SF Boe to 
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proxime elapf excitandos curavimus Venerase'. 


biles Fratres Archiepiſcopos, et Epi ſcopos 
Ditionis Pontificiæ, ut eorum ſinguli una cum 


ſuo Clero, et cum Locis Piis ſuæ Dioceſis 
participes eſſent operum, Miſericordiæ, Noſ- 


triſque Paternis curis obſecundarent. Ex 
quo faftum eſt, ut non modo memoratis Ven. 


Fratribus, ct utroque Clero Sæculari, ac Re- 


gulari, ſed multis etiam cujuſeis generis Lai- 


cis certatim, et ſumma cum laude Noſtrum 


exemplum imitantibus, adeo fit auctus novo- 
rum hoſpitum numeros, qui poſt Sabaudiam, 


et Niciam occupatam excepti a Nobis ſunt, ; 


ut ad bis mille hattenus excreverint, 


Scimus, complures alios Eccleſiaſticos 


Viros Regni Galliarum, favente Cariſſimo in 


Chrilto Filio Nele FRANCISCO in Re. 
manorum Imperatorem Electo, in Germaniam 


perrexiſſe, ubi minimè neceſſariæ eſſent horta- 


tiones Noſtræ ad auxilium, et opem erga hos 


Exules comparandam. Haud enim Nos latet 
| . 


Ven. Fratres, ac DileQi Filii, Vos pietate e' 
charitate longe antecellere vetuſtiſſinam Ma- 
jorum veſtrorum gloriam,quos memoriz prodi- 
um eſt, erga hoſhites mites, et humanos fuiſſe 


Peregrinis enim omnibus hoſputtum ultro offerebant 


hoſprtalitaiiſque unter fe Miciis cerlabant*. 


* Piodor. lib. 5, poſt Tacit. de morib. Eermanor, et Mels, Ib. 3. 
Verum 


) 


to our Venerable Brethren the Archbiſhops 
and Biſhops, exhorting them, their Clergy, 
and religious Communities, to the diligent 
practice of the works of mercy, and to ſecond 
our parernal ſolicitude. The conſequence 
was, that the liberal ſupplies granted by our 
Venerable Brethren, and their Secular and 
Regulat Clergy, who followed our example, 


fed two thouſand freſh exiles after the eva- 


cuation of Savoy and Nice, 


We are not ignorant, that many French 
Eccleſiaſtics, under the protection of our 
Dear Son in Jeſus Chriſt, FRANCIS, Ro- 


man Emperor Elett, retired into Germany, 
where they ſtood not in need of our recom- 
mendation to excite compaſſion and obtain 
relief, For we are ſenſible, Ven. Brethren 


and beloved Children, that your piety and 
and charity far exceeds that of your anceſtors, 


of whom hiſtory makes honourable mention, 
« as kind and humane to ſtrangers their gueſts, 
as inviting all ſtrangers into their habitations, 


«and ſtriving who ſhould beſt diſcharge all 


* the duties of hoſpitality“.“ 


* Diod, lib. 6, poſt Tacit, de mor, German, et Mela, lib. 6. B | 
| | | ut 


1 


Verüch ſicuti quidam ſpeQabiles Noſtri 
680frirtel ſcilicet Archiepiſcopus Pariſienſis, 
et Epiſcopi Convenarum, Nemanſenfis, Ma- 
clovienſis, Trecenſis, et Lingonenſis, litteris 
ad Nos datis die 1 hujns menſi 5s, debita laude 


proſequentes eum charitatis ardorem, quo 


tam ipſi in Civitate Conſtantiæ, quam alii Galli 
Eccleſiaſtici Viri in duabus Abbatiis eidem 
Civitati proximis, Peterſhauſenſi, et Oreutzlin- 


gen ſi fuerunt excepti, petierunt a Nobis, ut 
Noſtra adhiberemus officia apud Eccleſiæ 
Sermanicæ Præſules, Pontifices, Abbates; et 


Capitula, ipſiſque extorres Gallicanos Sacer- 


dotes, pro Apoſtolica Fide, et pro Catholica 
Unitate tanta perpeſſos, commendaremus; ita 
Nos juſtas ipſorum preces ſuſcipere volentes, 


libenti animo Noſtras haſce Litteras ad Vos 
mittimus, magis ut ea laudibus proſequamur, 


quæ per Vos ipſos agi cœpta ſunt, quam ut 
Vobis etiam atque etiam commendemus hos 
dignos Chriſti Athletas, quos et cauſa, quam 
ſtrenuè defenderunt, et eorum præclara meri- 


ta latis ſuperque per ſe ipſa commendant. 
- Hw itaque Noſtræ Litteræ teſtatum Vo- 


bis facient, quanta conſolatione leniamur in- 
ter graviores ipſas anguſtias, quibus undique 
premimur, propter indubiam ſpem, quam in- 
5 timo 


\ 
by 
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But as our Venerable Brethren, the 
Archbiſhops of Paris, and the Biſhops of 
Cominges, Niſmes, St. Malo, Troyes and 
Langres, by letters bearing date the firſt day 
of this month, have expreſſed the grateful 
ſenſe of the generous benevolence with which 
they themſelves were received in the city of 
Conſtance, and other French Eccleſiaſtics, in 
* the two neighbouring Abbies of Peterſhauſen 
and Oreutzlingen, and have deſired us to re- 
commend to the German Biſhops, Abbots and 
f Chapters, the exiled French Clergy, who have 
) _ ſuffered ſo much for the faith of Chriſt and 
Catholic unity, we with great pl aſure write 
you this letter, rather to expreſs our appro- 
bation of what you have already done, than to 
11 quicken your zeal in favour of thoſe illuſtri- 
ous Confeſſors, who have ſuffered in ſuch a I 
cauſe,and with ſuch conſtancy as muſt effectually H 
recommend them to all good Chriſtians. 


This letter will inform you, that the ” 

only comfort we enjoy in theſe times of dif- 
culty and danger, is the hope which we fond- 
ly cheriſh, that you Venerable Brethren, 
|  Archbiſhops 19 


— ornate e Nr — — 


timo fovemus animo, fore, ut Vobis, Vene- 
rabiles Fratres, Archiepiſcopi, et Epiſcopi, 
veſtris ſemper obverſetur oculis aurea illa 
Sententia S. Pauli, Oportet Epiſcopum eſſe hoſ- 
pitalem ;* quam quidem Sententiam tum SS. 
Patres, tum Concilia ipſa collaudant. Ebi 
copi namque domus, ut Beatus Hieronymus ſcribit, 
omnium commune debet eſſe hoſpitium; et laicus, 
ſi unum, aut duos, aut paucos recipiat, implet 
hoſpitalitatis ofecrums Epiſcopus, niſi omnes re- 
Herit, inhumanus ab eo ſcribitur; verba ſunt 
Concilii Pariſienſis VI. T Nec mints indu- 
bia ſpe ducimur, fore, ut Vos quoque, Dilecti 
Filii, Abbates, et Abbatiſſæ, ea ſemper animo 
repetatis, et opere præſtetis, quæ Monachos 
docuit S. Benedictus, ut ſcilicet Abbas quotidie 
habeat hoſpites in ſua menſa, Abbatiſſæ autem, 
juxta Synodum Aquiſgranenſem f, prope portam 
Monaſterii. Vos denique, Capitula, et cujus- 
vis generis Eccleſiaſtici Viri inclytæ Eccleſiæ 
Germanicæ, certò confidimus, fore, ut gloria 
veſtræ eſſe arbitremini, ſi datum Vobis erit ea 


* Epiſt. ad (Titum __ i. vers. 7. 8. et ad Roman. 
c. xii. v. 13. 

+ An. 829. lib. 1. cap. 14. apud Labbeum Collect. 

Concil. recentis. edit. A. Zattæ, to. xiv, col. 48. 
I An. 826. lib, 2. cap. 28. apud Labbeum cit, To. xiv. 
801. 216. | FE 
hortamenta 
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Archbiſhops and Biſhops will never loſe fight 
of that golden rule of St. Paul, © A biſhop 
muſt be hoſpitable; * a rule ſtrongly re- 
commended by the holy Fathers and Coun 

cils. For as St. Hieron writes, “ The hoyſe 
« of a biſhop muſt be open to all; the layman 
* performs his duty if he receives one, two, 
* or a few gueſts; if the biſhop does not re- 
«ceive all, he is void of humanity.” They 
are the words of the fixth Council of Parist, 


Nor are we leſs inclined to hope, that our 


beloved children, the Abbots and Abbeſſes, 
will ever remember and pradctiſe the leſſons 


delivered by St. Bennet to his Monks, that 


an Abbot ſhould always have ſome gueſts at 
his table, and an Abbeſ, at the door of the 
Convent, as the Council of Aix-la-Chapel}, 

requires}. In addrefling ourſelves to the 
Chapters and other Eccleſiaſtics of the re- 
nowned German Church, we need only ſay, 


that we truſt that they will rejoice in the op- 


portunity to follow the directions of the 


* Ep. ad Tit. c. 1. ver. J et 8. et ad Rom. c. XU, 
Ys 16. | 
+ An. 829, lib. 1. c. 28, apud Labbe collect. Concil. 
edit. Zattæ, tom. 14. col. 548. 
+ An. 816, 1, 2. c. 28, apud Labbe cit. tom. 14. col. 
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hortementa adimplere, quibus Sacroſandta 
Tridentina Synodus admonet quoſcumque Eccle- 
ſiaſtica Beneficia Secularia, ſeu Regularia obli- 
nentes, ut hoſpitalitatis off.crum, a SS. Patribus 
frequenter commendatam, quannium per eorum 
provenius licebit, prompte benigneque exercere 
aſſueſcant ; memores eos, qui hoſpitalitatem amant, 
Chriſtum in hoſpitibus recipere*. Quemadmo- 

dum vero eadem Tridentina Synodus Epiſcopis 
committendum curavit onus charitatis hujuſ- 
modi, ita minimè dubitamus, quin Vos, Ven. 

Fratres, non exemplis modo, ſed verbis etiam, 
et hortationibus veſtris comparanda curetis 
infelicibus biſce Gallis Preſbyteris, quæ com- 
parari per Vos poterunt, majora ſubſidia, do- 
nec adſpiraverit dies conſolationis et tempus pa- 
cis ad Nos deſcenderit; veluti dixit Alexander 
III. Prædeceſſor Noſter, dum Eccleſiaſticos 
quoſdam Viros commendabat, quos Fidei 
O ſores crudeliter inſeAabanturf. 

Plurima quidem ſunt emolumenta, que 
DEUS OPTIMUS MAXIMUS pollicitus 
eſt, quzque ſemper contulit iis, qui hoſpita- 
Jitatis laude floruerunt: Noſque certè futu- 


* Seff. 25. de Reform. cap. 8. 
+ Loc. cit. et ſeſſ. 7. de Ref. cap. 22. 
1 Baron. ad An, 1164. num. 41. 8 
| rum 
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Council of Trent, which declares, that 
« yhoever poſſeſſes an Eccleſiaſtical benefice, 
whether Secular or Regular, is bound to 
8 pradliſe all the duties of hoſpitality as far as 
« their. income will permit, and remember, 
te that they receive Chriſt in the perſons of 
« the gueſts“. But as the ſaid Council of 
Trent has committed to the Biſhops the care 
of this hoſpitable workt, we doubt not but 
you, Venerable Brethren, will exert your- 
ſelves to prepare for thoſe unfortunate exiles, 
by the lalutary influence of your example and 
| perſuaſion, a decent proviſion, till the“ day 
« of comfort dawn upon us, and the ſeaſon of 
peace open to us, as Alexander III. our 
predeceflor expreſſed himſelf, while he was 
- recommending ſome Eccleſiaſtics who had 
been op prelied by the enemies of our faith}. 


Many are the bleſſings which God has 
promiſed, and which he has beſtowed on 
thole who have ſedulouſly practiſed the du- 
ties of hoſpitality, and we truſt that this work 


* Sefl, 25 5, de Reſorm. c. 8. 
Loco citat. Seſſ. 7. de Refor. c. 22 
7 Baron. ad An. 1164, num. 41. 
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rum confidimus, ut hoc pietatis opus, eum 
publicis precibus fimul conjunctum, debeat 
maturiùs eam conſolationem, et pacem Nobis 

afferre, quam tantopere exoptamus; dum 

interim Vobis, Ven. Fratres, DileQique Fili 
Ahpoſtolicam Benediftionem peramamer im- 
Pertimur. 


Datum Romæ apud S. Petrum die viceſima prima 
| Novembris MDCCACII. 1 No Were 
Anno Decimo Octauo. 


PIUS QUI SUPRA. 
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of mercy, 5 joined with prayer and public ſup- 
plications, will draw down upon us that com- 
fort and that peace after which we ſo ar- 
dently figh. In the mean time to give to you, 
Venerable Brethren and beloved Children, 
our Apoſtolical Benediction. 


| Dated Rome, at St. Peter's, Nov. 21, 1792, 
and the 184 of our Ponlificate. 


PIUS, AS ABOVE. 
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LETTER FROM 


I.LusTRISSIMIS ET REvERENDISSIMIS 
 Dominis, uTi FRATRIBUS, DoMINi1s 
Eerscoris ET VIcARIIS APOSTOLICIS 
Recni AN LIE. i 


Illuſtres ac Reverendiſſimi Domini uti Fratres, 


Quo turbulentiora tempora, quo gravior, 
atque immitior adverſus morum diſciplinam, 
ſanQiflima chriſtianæ legis præcepta, & ca- 
tholicam fidem pugna inſtauratur, ita ut in 
tanta rerum acerbiſſimarum calamitate beatus 
ille vocari poſſit, qui a retto virtutis tramite 
non aberret, eo magis ab animarum paſtori- 
bus eſt adnitendum, ut gregem ſibi creditum 
Aa voraciſſimorum luporum inſidiis, ac mor- 


ſibus 
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To Tux Mosr IILusrRIOus AND Reva 
REND, WHO RANK AS BRETHREN WITH 
Us, THE Lok DS Bis hors AND ArosT0- 
LICAL Vicars OF THE KINGDOM OF 
ENGLAND. 


Illuſtrious and moſt Reverend Lords, and Brethren, 


The more turbulent the times are, and the 
more cruel and fierce that conflict is, which 
bears down upon the diſcipline of manners, 
the holy precepts of the chriſtian law, and the 
catholic faith: the more indeed, amidſt fo 
great a preſſure of calamitous circumſtances, 
that man particularly may be called happy, 
who has not ſtrayed from the path of virtue, 
the more earneſt mult the paſtors of ſouls be 
A in 
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ſibus tueantur, Siquidem homines perdi- 
tiſſimi nihil intentatum relinquunt, ut reftum 
Dei cultum, ac veræ, atque unicæ religionis 
noſtræ fundamenta labefactent, ac penitus 
evertant; immo etiam ut omnem ſocietatis, 
ac benè conſtitutæ reipublicæ formam, ac 
legitimi regiminis jura convellant, atque diſ- 
perdant. Oſtentant enim, ac prædicant infi- 
tam homini libertatem, eamque ita extollunt, 
ut ſuis quiſque pattis ad publicam ſocietatem 
accedere, eamque etiam emendare contendat, 
ac plerique non alia quam naturali ratione, 
eaque corrupta, ac depravata, perfeQi regi- 
minis formam metiantur. Hæc intemperan- 
tium ingeniorum deliramenta ſcriptis, ac ſer- 
monibus late pervulgata, quum hominum na- 
tura non modo ad licentiam miſere prona ſit, 
atque proclivis, ſed etiam cujuſcumque im- 
perii, ac dominationis impatiens, incredibile 
dictu eſt, quam avide, ac libenter audiantur, 
ediſcantur, penitus mentibus inhæreſcant. 
Quum vero populus quali maximus quidam 
magiſter, atque omnis undique ad vitia con- 
ſentiens multitudo eòdem accedat, tum plane 
hujuſmodi peſtis ita pervagatur, ut rempubli- 
cam fere univerſam inficiat ; hique optimam 
hominis conditionem ſtatuiſſe videantur, qui 
nihil 
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in their. endeavours to ſecure the flocks in- 
- truſted to their care, againſt the ſnares and 
devaſtation of voracious wolves.— And in- 
deed, a ſet of men of the moſt abandoned 
principles, have left nothing untried towards 
ſapping the foundations of the right worſhip 
of God, and true religion: nay, for overthrow- 
ing and annihilatingevery juſt form of ſociety, 
every well-conſtituted republic, and every 
rule of right. —Nay, they boaſt, or preach up a 
liberty grafted on man, and ſo extol it, as to 
contend that it contributes to the emolument 
of public ſociety, nay even to its improve- 
ment: and, moſt of them, in fact, conſult 
only the light of nature corrupted and de- 
praved in the theory of a perfect govern. 
ment. Such deliriums of intemperate vits, 
publiſhed every where in writing or ſpeeches, 
the nature of man being not only wretchedly 
prone to licentiouſneſs, but impatient like- 
wiſe under eve y command and ſway, it is 
incredible to ſay, are greedily and willingly 
liſtened to and learned, and have made and 
continue to make the deepeſt impreſſions on 
weak minds: but, when heads of the people, 
as ſome great maſter, or a multitude prone 
to vice, join them in opinion, then the 


plague 
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nihil illi melius, nibil optabilius, nihil præſtan- 
tius libertate, licentia, magiſtratuum ac Dei 
TR timore ſublato, Judicarunt, 2 


At verd que clades atque pernicies tum 
chriſtianz, tum civilis reipublice ex hac opi- 
nionum lue, ac pravitate manaverit, nemo 
eſt turbulentiſſimis hiſce temporibus, qui non 
intelligat, ſi ad eas regiones oculos convertat, 
in quibus prorſus excuſſa divinarum, atque 
humanarum legum auttoritate, rapinæ, cædes, 
latrocinia, flagitia, ac ſcelera omnia avitæ 

pietati, ac priſtino decori ſucceſſerunt. 5 


Quæ quum ita ſint, in tanto rerum om- 
nium motu, ac perturbatione q uæ animum 
ſanctiſſimi patris P11 divina providentia Pa- 
pæ VI. angit, atque diſcruciat; quod præci- 
puum ei reſtat doloris, atque ægritudinis le- 
vamen, in veſtra, præſules ampliſſimi, fide, 
conſtantia, zelo, ac religione conquieſcit. 
8 Jam 


\ 
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plague becomes ſo rife, as to infect nearly 
the whole commonwealth; and they ſeem to 
hit upon the beſt condition of man, who ſhall | 
teach that nothing 1s better for him, nothing 
more to be wiſhed for, nothing more excel- 
lent than liberty, or rather licentiouſneſs, 
waving all fear of magiſtrates, and even of 
_ God himſelf. e 


But indeed, what havoc, what deſtruQion, 
muſt enſue, both to the chriſtian, and civil 
commonwealth, from ſuch peſtilential opi- 
nion, any man in theſe days of general cala- 
mity may form a judgment if he will but caſt 
an eye on thoſe parts, in which, on ſhaking 
off the authority of divine and human Jaws, 
rapine, murder, robbery, flagitiouſneſs, and 
wicked acts of all ſorts, have ſucceeded to 
priſtine piety and due decorum in life! 


In this cruel ſituation, in this general 
confuſion, which fills the mind of our holy 
Father the Pope with deepeſt concern and the 
bittereſt affliction, he reſts bis only hope of 
relief, Noble Prelates, in your fidelity, con- 
ſtancy, zeal, and religion. His Holineſs has 
not forgotten your zealous exertions in fa- 
vour of the Holy See and of religion, two 
. vears 
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Jam probe novit SanRitas ſua ſedulam veſ- 
tram operam, quam abhine biennium impen- 
diſtis iis encyclicis litteris, in lucem editis, 
ac ſalutari doctrina refertis, quibus latè per- 
vagantia' adverſus apoſtol icam ſedem erro- 
rum monſtra, valide inſettanda, ac profligan- 
da curaſtis, ne greges cuſtodiæ veſtræ con- 
crediti, aliorum ſcabie, ac contagione mi- 
ſerè corrumperentur. Adverſus hanc effre- 
natam licentiam, immoderatzque libertatis 
cupiditatem, tantamque opinionum deprava- 
tiſſimarum phalangem, quantam hac noſtra 
Frumnoſiſſima ætate impietas, ac omnis boni 
reQique poſthabita ratio pervulgavit, ut eam 
vix, ac ne vix quidem recenſere quiſpiam 
poſſit, uno veluti agmine facto, vos dimicare, 
inftruere aciem, ac totis viribus eniti oportet. 
Quid enim tam abſonum, atque impium, 
quam eam homini libertatem aſſerere, quæ 
ordinem a Deo providentiſſimè conſtitutum, 
in quo potiſſimum, ut egregiè inquit Div. Au- 
guſtinus lib. de liber. arb. cap. 6. * legis æternæ 
1 ratio reponenda eſt” evertat, atque perfringat? 
Divino quippe conſilio ſapientiſſimè ſtatutum 
eſt, hominem liberum non naſci, ſed Deo pri- 
mum, tum communi naturæ (vi illius nimirùm 
principii, que reftz rationis, atque ordinis 

altrix, 


* 
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years ago when, by the publication of circu- 


lar letters, you imparted to your flocks the 


food of ſound dottrine, and cautioned them 
againſt the ſpreading contagion of anarchy 


and confuſion. Againſt this torrent of un- 
bridled licentiouſneſs, and the itch of no- 


velty, which branch out into a variety of 
opinions equally dangerous and abſurd, opi- 
nions, which as no other age ever witneſſed, 
it behoves us to ſtrain every nerve, and ex- 


ert our utmoſt courage and abilities: for what 


can be more wicked and abſurd than to allow 


to mankind ſuch a liberty as is incompatible 


with the eternal order of things. St. Auguſ- 
tine has wiſely obſerved, that the eternal 


mind is che firſt law. De lib. Arbit, c. 6. For it 


is very wiſely appointed by the divine coun- 


ſel, that man is not born free, but that he 


ought to be mancipated and ſubjea, firſt to 


God, and next to common nature; (to God 


by the force of a principle, which is the 
nurſe and procuratrice of right reaſon and 


order: and laſtly to human powers, con- 


ſtituted as ſuch, by the appointment of God: 


for the duty of man is threefold: he muſt 
worſhip God: he muſt love himſelf, not by 
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altrix, atque conciliatrix eſt) ac tandem hu- 


manis poteſtatibus, quæ Dei ordinatione con- 


ſtitutæ ſunt, mancipatum, ac ſubjettum eſſe 
debere. Triplex enim hominum officium 


eſt: ut Deum colat; ſe ipſum diligat, non 


indulgendo pravis animi motibus ſed reQz 


rationi obſecundando, & ſobriè, juſte, ac pie 


vivendo; ſocietatis jura ſervet, ejuſque mo- 


deratoribus obtemperet. ltaque fi quiſpiam 
impotentis animi æſtu, ac libidine agitatus, 
vel impius in Deum, vel ſibi, aut ſuis noxius, 
vel adverſus imperium, ac patriæ leges con- 


tumax, atque improbus ſit, is pulcherrimum 
rerum ordinem, quo totus hic mundus ſa- 


pientiſſimè a Deo conſervatur, & regitur, in- 


fringit, atque pervertit; dignus propterea 


Dei, atque hominum execratione, ac utpote 
ſui ipſius, & univerſæ reipublicæ hoſtis ab 
humana ſocietate inter brutorum, ac bellua- 
rum greges amandandus. 
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indulging the depraved impulſes of his mind, 
but by keeping himſelf obedient to right 
reaſon; and he further muſt live ſoberly, 
juſtly, and piouſly, by obſerving the rights of 
ſociety, and by being obedient to rulers 
over him. Therefore, if any one, through 
the heat of an impotent mind, or agitated 
by luſt, be impious to God, or himſelf; or 
burtful to his own; or adverſe to command; 


or ſtubborn to, and an infraftor of the laws 


of his country, that man muſt be reputed a 


breaker and perverter of the beautiful order 


of things, and of courſe is deſerving of the 


execration of God and men, and conſequently. 
of himſelf: ſo that, reputed an enemy, as he 


actually is, to the totality of the common. 
wealth, he deſerves of courſe to be ſequeſter- 


ed from human ſociety, amidſt herds of brutes 


and beaſts. 
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At verò, quum hec hominis officia Deum 
babeant- auftorem, atque ab æternæ, ſapien- 
tiffimeque legis fonte dimanent, ut reac ex- 
colantur, atque, ut cognitum, exploratumque 
ft, quid ſupremo numini, quid nobis, quid 
reipublice debeamus, a divina revelatione 
petendum eſt. Neque enim humana natura 
primi parentis peccato fœdata, atque corrup- 
ta, tantis animi perturbationibus exagitata, 
pravæ conſuetudinis, quaſi cujuſdam torrentis 


* 


impetu abrepta, morum corruptela, ſauciata 


ſcire, ac pernoſcere planè poteſt, quid, quale, 


aut quam late pateat hoc triplex officii genus 


univerſo humano generi impoſitum. Quæ 


autem alia eſt divinarum veritatum, ac ſuper. 


ne revelationis eognoſcendæ ratio, quam illa, 
que ab ipſo catholicæ veritatis centro dima- 


nat, a Romana videlicet eccleſia, quæ a B. 


Petro, pro cujus fidei conſtantia, ac firmi- 
tate numquam vacuas ipſe æternus Dei Filius 
ad Patrem preces obtulit, edocta, fidei, mo- 
rum, atque eccleſiaſticæ veritatis cuſtos eſt, 
et magiſtra, quæque in eodem apoſtolorum 
principe, qui in propria ſua ſede vivit, et præſi- 


det, præſtat, quærentibus fidei veritatem. (S. 


Petr. Chry ſol. in Epiſtol. ad Eutich.) 


4 
4 * * 
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But as theſe duties of man have God for 
their author, and flow from the fountain of 


his eternally wiſe law, in order to their being 


rightly cultivated, we muſt ſeek from divine 
revelation, what we owe to the ſupreme Go- 


vernor of the world, to ourſelves, and to the 


commonwealth. For indeed, human nature, 


debaſed as ſhe is, and in a corrupt ſtate, from 


the fin of our firſt parent; further alſo exa- 
gitated by many great perturbations, of the 
mind, and born down along the torrent of ill 


| habits, can neither diſcern nor know, what, 
and of what ſort and extent this threefold 
duty is, which is laid upon all mankind: for 


what other way is there for knowing divine 
truths, and revelations, which come from 


above, than that which proceeds from the 
very centre of catholic truth? Such indeed 


is the church of Rome, which taught, as ſhe 
had been by the bleſſed Peter, for the con- 


ſtancy of whoſe faith, and its firm purpoſe, 
the eternal Son of God himſelf did pray io 
his Father: ſo that, taught as ſhe had been, 
of courſe ſhe became the guardian and miſ- 
treſs of faith, morality, and eccleſiaſtical 


truth, and this we find further atteſted by St. 
Peter Chryſologus in his epiſtle to Eutichus 
in regard to this ſame prince of the apoſtles, 
«* Who 
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Quum vero hzc eecleſia in univerſo orbe 
per paſtores Romani Pontificis communioni 
adhærentes diffuſa fit, et propagata, præcipuum 


illorum munus eſt, ſuos ſubditos impenſè mo- 


nere, et cohortari, ut quas Romana eccleſia 
docet, et prædicat fidei doctrinas, morum re- 
gulas, ac ſacrorum inſtituta, exactè perſequan- 


tur, ac | diligentiſſimè cuſtodiant. Arceant 
propterea a gregibus ſuis furentes iſtos lupos, 


qui non alia ex cauſa immoderatam liberta- 


tem prætexunt, quam ut diſrumpant ſuave 


Chriſti jugum, ſolvant frena luxurianti cupi- 
ditati, principatds, et imperii fundamenta 


concutiant. Ignorant illi, aut potius ſper- 


nunt genuinam, ac veram notionem liberta- 
tis, que chriſtianis legibus continetur, ſimiles 


ſuperbis judæis, qui ſe extollebant dicentes, 


femen Abrahe ſumus, et nemini ſervivimus unguam, 


quibus Chriftus ipſe reſpondit: omnis, qui fa- 
cit peccatum, ſervus e/t peccatt, (Jo. viii. 33. 
34.) Ouem evangelii locum luculenter, ac 
prolixe explanat S. Auguſtinus, qui fic loqui- 


tur: Ser but wy" ulinam menen el non be / 
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«© Who lives,” ſays be, te in his own ſeat, 


© there preſides, and ſets forth to all ſeekers 
* the truth of faith.“ 


And OG as this church is diffuſed and 
propagated throughout the world, by paſtors, 
| adhering to the communion of the Roman 


Pontiff, it is a particular duty incumbent on 


them to admonifh in great earneſtneſs their 
ſubjects, and fervently to exhort them, that 
what the Roman church teaches, and ſets 
forth as doctrines of faith, rules of manners, 


and inſtitutes of ſacred things, they in like 


manner ſhould exaaly perform the ſame, and 


diligently adhere to, and keep them. Again, 


they muſt drive away from their flocks thoſe 


ravenous wolves, who for no other reaſon 


make a ſhew of immoderate liberty, than to 


break aſunder the ſweet yoke of Chriſt, looſen. 


the curb of luxuriant concupiſcence, and 
ſhake the foundations of ſupremacy and 
command. They know nothing of, or ra- 


ther are ſpurners of the genuine and true 


notion of liberty, contained in chriſtian laws, 
and are like thoſe proud Jews, who extolled 


themſelves, ſaying: © We are the ſeed of 
Abraham, and never ſerve any:” To 
whom Chriſt himſelf makes anſwer : © Every 


« one, 


'T 
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Out "non ſub his verbis contremiſcat ? Præſtet 
nobis Dominus Deus noſter, id eſt et mihi, et vobis, 
tut pro ſententia loquar de hac libertate appeten- 
da, et de illa ſervitute vitanda. (Tractat. in 
Joan, 1 4 e 


Itaque hoc ipſum a vobis, ampliſſimi præ- 
ſules, in hac temporum injuria faciendum eſt. 
Dei ſiquidem implorata ope, docere populos 
veſtræ fidei commiſſos, quænam fit expetenda 

libertas, que contra ſervitus vitanda, Quod 
quidem quum in omni imperio religioſe præ- 

ſtandum fit, multo magis a catholicis epiſcopis 
in iſto regno exequi oportet, ut præteritorum 
temporum calumnia ſublatà, ac catholico no- 
mine ab omni labe criminis, aut ſuſpectæ 
fidei vindicato hujus ſandctiſſimæ religionis 
ſeatores fidiſſimos Deo, ac principi unuſ- 
quiſque quamvis parum æquus Judex eſſe fa- 
teatur. Quod quidem maximè poſtulat, ſuo- 
que quaſi jure exigit optimi iſtius Regis 

Georgii III. ee ſub cujus miti, ac 

| | ſuavi 
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* one, who commits fin, is the ſervant of 
« fin,”* Jo. viii. 33, 34. This paſſage of the 


goſpel is further amply explained by St. Au- 
guſtine, who (peaks in this manner: © He is 
ce better to be the ſlave of man than of fin. 
« Who does not ſhudder at theſe words? 
© May the Lord our God teach you and 
« me to value this liberty and to avoid this 
ce ſlavery.” (Trad. in Joan. 41.) f 


This very thing therefore, illuſtrious Pre- 
lates, ſhould be done by you amid(t the adver- 
ſities of thoſe times. Having implored the 


help of God, it is incumbent on you to teach 


the people, committed to your truſt, that ſort 
of liberty which is defireable, and that on the 
contrary, which ought to be avoided: And, 
as this ought to be religiouſly performed un- 
der every government, much more 1s there a 


neceſſity for it from the direction of catholic 


| biſhops in your kingdom, that making void 


the calumny of paſt times, and ſo reſcuing. 


the catholic name from any ſtain of criminal 


imputation, or ſuſpedted truth, it may approve 


itſelf in thoſe, who adhere to its holy reli- 


gious tenets, as moſt faithful to God and their 
prince. And indeed, this, as a matter of the | 
5 8 greateſt 
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ſuavi imperio degentes catholici tam longs 
abeſt, ut durum, ac grave jugum perferre co- 
gantur, ut potius a gravioribus, quibus antea 
obſtriai erant, conditionibus liberati, privi- 
legiis inſtruQi, wilitaribus copiis adſeripti, 
et catholicæ juventutis inſtituendæ venia im- 
petrata, omni beneficiorum genere cumulati 
ſint. Et ſanè ſi omnis catholicorum cœtus, 
qui in florentiſſimis iſtius regni provinciis 
verſatur, luculentiores impoſterum fidelitatis, 
atque obedientiæ ſignificationes amantiſſimo 
regi certatim præſtare ſtudebit, fauſta quæque, 
ac meliora a clementiſſimo ejus animo in dies 
meritò ſibi poterit augurari. Nec vana pro- 
fecto res eſt, ampliora etiam deinceps elle 

adepturos, quibus multo magis aucti, atque 
ornati, cæterorum civium conditioni æqui- 
parentur, ac liberum tandem aliquando, quod 
maxime in votis habendum eſt, abſque ullo 
honorum, ac facultatum detrimento catholicæ 
religionis exercitium obire poſſint. Quid ni? 
Si rex benefieentiffimus non modo in iſtius 
regni catholicos ſuam liberalitatem, ac gra- 
tiam effudit; verum etiam ſuo patrocinio ac 
favore complexus eſt catholicos omnes in am- 
pliſſimis Indiarum regionibus ſibi ſubditis, 
qui nuper ſceleſtiſſimi Tipoo Sultan tyranni- 

£9 zg -ſubjeti, omnibuſque contumeliis, 
injuriiſque 
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greateſt conſequence, and of right, is parti- 
cularly required by the beneficence of 
GEORGE III. under whoſe mild and placid 


— — 


— . — 
government the - Catholics, now living, ſo far 


CO T_T CEE ITE 


from | being. compelled to bear with a bard 


and heavy) yoke, are | now recreated a and re- 
— 


lieved with privileges, and may be received 
into the armies of the ſtate, and their youth 


not debarred liberal inſtitutions. And in- 


deed if all | The aſſemblies of Catholics, inha- 


| bitants of the moſt flouriſhing parts of that 


kingdom, ſhould ſtudy to exert themſelves in 
future by teſtimonies of obedience to ſo lov- 
ing a king, every thing daily might be ex- 


_ petted better in their behalf from his clement 
_ diſpoſition: And why not? The ſame bene. 


ficent king, not only relieved the diſtreſs of 


his own catholic ſubjects, but his patronage 


extended to all of that profeſſion throughout 
the extenſive regions of the Indies ſubject 
to him. Not long fince, they who had been 
ubje& to the tyrannic yoke of the wicked 
Tippoo Sultan, having been haraſſed by all 
ſorts of contumely in forcing them to deſert 
the catholic faith, were by his conquering 


arms, and unbounded benevolence, ſo well 
protefted and kept in ſafety, that they re- 


Þ 2 mained 
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injuriiſque vexati, ut a catholica fide deſciſ. 


cerent, ejus tum armis viaricibus, tum effuſa 
benignitate tuti, ac tranquilli in orthodoxa 
fide ſub catholicorum paſtorum, quos illis 
apoſtolica ſedes conſtituit, cura, et cuſtodia 


perſeverant. 


© Quid vero dicam de Gallis profugis, 


atque extorribus, quos nunquam ſatis præ- 


dicanda ejuſdem regis pietas, ac munifi- 


centia omnibus liberalitatis, honoriſque ſig— 


nificationibus excepit; quum ejus patroci- 


nium, ac tutelam, ejuſque miniſtrorum, ac 
totius Anglicæ nationis propenſam volunta- 
tem ipſemet ſanQiſſimus Pontifex expertus ſit 
in 1is expediendis negotiis, quæ egregii Viri 
D. Hippiſley * unius ex membris ipſius ſenatus 
fide, dexteritati, ac prudentiæ commiſſa fue- 
runt, quique teſtis luculentiſſimus eſſe poteſt, 
quanta idem ſanctiffimus Pater optimum re- 


gem, ac totam nationem Britannicam chari- 


tate, ſtudio, ac grati animi officio complee- 
tatur. ak 


8 This 88 then reided at Rome: in cor— 


5 reſpondence with his Majeſty's Miniſters, Admirals, &c 
connected with the intereſts of the coaleſced powers on 
the M editerranean, the ſupplics of the fleet, &c. 


Studete 
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mained tranquil in the orthodox faith under 
thoſe paſtors, whom the Apoſtolic See had. 


appointed for them. 


And need I ſpeak of the French perſecu.. 
ted refugees, whom the piety and munificence, 


above all praiſe, of the ſame King received 


with ſo much liberality and honour, ſince the 


Holy Pontiff himſelf has found alſo in his 
Majeſty a ſhield and proteQor, and has ſo 
fully experienced the favorable diſpoſitions } 


of his miniſters, and indeed of the whole 


Engliſh nation, in the courſe of thoſe affairs 
and tranſactions which were confided to the 
prudent management and ability of M. Hip- 


piſley, a moſt reſpeftable member of the 


Britiſh ſenate, who can give the moſt authen- 
tic teſtimony of the zeal, affection and grati- 


titude which has penetrated the Holy Father, 


and which he profoundly cheriſhes for the 
moſt excellent Monarch and the whole Bri- 


ritiſh nation! ! 


Study 
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-- Studate igitur, ampliſſimi preſules; quan- 
tum quidem in vobis eft, hæc fingularia regis 
beneficia, quæ a ſummi ac Omnipotentis Dei 
providentia proficiſcuntur, in religionis ca- 
tholicæ incrementum convertere. Solo enim 
2 Deo auttore ſtant, ac reguntur imperia. Ita. 
que ne gravemini, præſules præclariſſimi, ut 
iterum, atque iterum vos moneamus; docete 
populos vobis eommiſſos, Deus in primis 
timere Initium enim ſapientiæ, eſt timor Do- 
"Þ mini: fidem catholicam avitam, ac pretioſiſſi- 
mam Patrum veſtrorum hereditatem ab ipfius 
ferè catholice religionis incunabulis in iſto 
* regno ſuſceptam colere, Romanæ huic apol- 
Fo tolicæ ſedi, quæ unitatis centrum eſt, cujuſ- 
\ 2 4 que conjund̃tio, tamquam præcipua ortho- 
| 
* 
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bo 


doxæ veritatis teflera habenda eſt, conſtanter 
obtemperare, ac denique, ut aureis D. Petri 
apoſtolorum principis verbis ablolvam; ſata- 
pite, ut catholici noſtri converſalionem habeant 
; bonam, et in eo, quod detreftant de illis tamquam 
maleſatloribus, ex bonis operibus eos conſide- 
: rantes glorificent Deum in die viſitationis, ut 
ſubjecki fint omni humane creature propter 
Deum, five regi quaſe præcellenti, ſive ducibus 
lamquam ad co mi{ſes ad vindiclan: male gaclorum, 


 laudem 
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Study therefore, noble prelates, as far 


as in you lies, to convert thoſe fingular be- 
nefattians of a king, as all of them proceed 
from the providence of an omnipotent God, 
into a due increaſe of the catholic religion: 
for empires ſtand, and are indeed governed 


by God only. Be not therefore diſturbed 
in thought, illuſtrious prelates, at my repeat- 


edly admoniſhing you, to teach the people 
committed to your care, principally to fear 
God, as the beginning of wiſdom is the fear of 


the Lord: next to cultivate the ancient ca- 


tholic faith, the moſt precious inheritance of 
your fathers; to obey conſtantly this Ro- 


man Apoſtolic See, which is the centre of 
unity, and an union with which is to be 
held as the principal teſt of orthodox truth ; 


and finally to ſpeak in the words of St. Peter, 
the prince of the apoſtles, to be careful that 


our Catholics entertain a pious converſation, 


that thoſe who detraft from as evildoers may 
learn from their good works to glorify God in 


the day of viſitation, and that they be ſubjett 
to every creature on God's account, whether 
to the king, as pre-excelling, to comman- 


ders of any ſort, as ſent by him to take ven- 


geance on malefaQor:, but for rewarding 
5 | the 


. ** 


n LETTER "FROM. ROME, &c. 


laudem vero bonorum ; quia fic eft voluntas Dei, 
ut benefactentes obmuteſcere faciatis impruden- 
trum hominum ignorantiam. Deus optimus 
Max. vos omnes ſoſpites, atque incolumes 
diutiſimè ſervet. 


Amplitudinum Veſtrarum, 

Rome, 7 Februarii, 1705. : 5 
e Uti Frater, 

L. CARD. ANTON ELLus, 


Præfectus. 


A. ARCHIEP. | Abax kx, 
Secretarius. 
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che godd; becauſe ſuch is the will of God, 
that doing good, ye may filence the igno- 
rance of imprudent men.—May the good 
and great God keep you all _ ſafe in his 
holy protettion. Amen. 


Your Lordſhips &c. 


Hi; 7 February 1795. l 
As Brethren, 


L.. CARD. ANTONELLI, 
Prefect. 


A. AxchBP. ADANEN, 
Secretary. 


L Extract 


eee nt 8 af EU eee e Eh eee "i 


7 
r 
5 * 


— 


Exlract of a Letter from his Eminence Cardinal 
_ Gerdill, Prefe# of the Congregation of Pro- 
og anda, to Monſeig. Erſkine in London, 
dated Rome, May 28, 179þ+- 


. prego di voler ſignificare alli riſpetta- 
biliſhmi Vicarij Apoſtoloci, ed agli altri Ar- 


civeſcovi, e Veſcovi di coteſti am; liſiuimi 
Regni quanto io viva penetrato della pro- 
ſfonda veneratione iſpiratami dall' apoſtolico 
elo, con cui unitamente al venerando loro 
clero, promovono indefeſſamente in quella 


cara ed illuſtre porzione del gregge di Criſto 
la piu coſtanle perſeveranza fi nella dottrina 
ed unita Catholica, come pure nella pratica 
di quei ſacri doveri pazienza, edi raſſegna- 
zione alle diſpoſizioni della providenza in 
ogni evento, e della fedelta inviolahile, che 
per obligo di coſcienza deveſi preſtare alla 


ſublimi Podeſtà coſtituite da Dio per 1] go- 


verno della umana ſociet lo tuttoche mi 


riconoſco i in ogni altra coſa di molto inferiore 


all' 


I beg you would declare to the moſt re- 


ſpectable Vicars-Apoſtolic, and the other 
Archbiſhops, and Biſhops of your moſt ex- 
tenſive Realms, how much I am affeded with 
eſleem and veneration for the apoſtolic zeal, 


which they, in conjunction with their vene- 
rable Clergy, do indefatigably excite in that 


dear and illuſtrious portion of the flock of 
Chriſt, with a moſt conſtant perſeverance in 
Catholic doctrine, unity, and practice of 
thoſe ſacred duties of patience and reſigna- 
tion to the diſpoſal of providence on every 
occaſion, and that inviolable fidelity, which 


ought to be retained for the ſupreme power 


eſtabliſhed by God for the government of 
ſociety.— Although I acknowledge myſelf in 
every other thing inferior to the illuſtrious 


3 Cardinal 
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all' illuſtre Cardinale mio predeceſſore in 


queſta Prefettura, ſolo mi pregio non cedere 


ad eſſo nel piu' vivo ſincero deſiderio di con- 
tribuire, per quanto poſſa dipendere da me, 
all' r delle religioſe loro pre- 
mure, à gloria di Dio, e ſpirituale profitto 


delle anime. 


Circolare ai Veſcovi d'ell Irlanda. 


Dated 1 Sept. 179 · 


| Dai fogli pubblici Ingleſi della ſcorſa 


ſettimana, e anche da varie lettere private fi 
ha notizia, che ſiaſi fatta qualche adunanza 
ſedizioſa dalla baſla claſſe di Cattolici in Ir- 
landa fi riporta anzi il diſcorſo fatto in Parla- 


mento ſu tat propoſito da Milord Portarling- 


ton, pieno di querele contro i Cattolici, come 
che abbianos mal corriſpoſtro alle grazu uſati 
con loro dalle due Camere del Parlamento. 
Non dubita il Sante Padre, e la Sag. Congre- 
gazions 
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Cardinal my predeceſſor in this my office of 


Prefect, yet I glory in not yielding to him 


in the warmeſt and ſincereſt deſire to contri- 
bute by every means in my power, to encou- 


rage their zealous endeavours to promote 
the glory of God, and the ſpiritual n 
of ſouls. 


Extract of a Circular Letter from the S. Con- 
gregation of PROPAGANDA FIDE, by order 


of H. H. PIUS VI. addreſſed to the Catholic 
Prelates, Clergy of Ireland. 


Dated Sept. 1, 1793+ 


We | have been informed by the public_ 


EngliTh nc | newſpapers, and hkewile by various 


private letters, that ſome ſeditious aſſemblies 


— — 


have taken place among the lower claſs of 


—— — 


Catholics in Ireland; likewiſe a ſpeech of 


F A as tt —— A — 


Lord Cord Portarlington 1 in Parliament has been 


ꝛ— — — — — — —— — —ä— — 


publiſned, complaining of the Catholics . 
being ungrateful fo for the favours conferred on on 
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them by both Houſes of Parliament. Our 
Holy Fa ather and | the. Sacred Congregation 


doubt 


— — — 2 
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gazione che nel caſoancorache ſuſſiſtano queſti 


fatti non potrà l'acueſa portarſi, ſe non che con- 
tro quei pochi Cattolici, che diſſubidienti alla 
voce di loro Paſtori fi: laſciano traſportare 
dalle maſſime democratiche, che pur troppo 


ſi ſpargono in queſti tempi di nemici della 


religione, e del principato. Cio nonoſtante 


ha voluto Noſtro Signore e queſta Sag. Con- 
gregazione, che io ne faceſſi inteſa V. S. 


accioche unitamente agli altri Veſcovi diſ- 


approvi la condotta di queſti mal conſigliati 
Cattolici, li riconduca al loro dovere, e li 


ammonica di guardarſi dalle infidie de mal 


intenzionati i quali non ad altro mirano ſe 


non a ſoyvertire le baſi fondamentali della 
Religione, e del Trono. 


* 
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doubt not, in caſe theſe facts may prove to be 


—— 2 4 — — ——u— — — 


founded, " that the accuſation can ly. be_ 


made againſt 1 thoſe few Catholics, w who, in dif. 


Sbedience to the voice of their paſtors, ſuffer 


themſelves to be led away by democratic c prin= 


ciples, Which are but too much p propagated | in 


theſe times by the cnemies s of religion andthe 
ſkate. Nevertheleſs our Holy Father and 


this Sacred Congregation enjoin me to inti- 


mate to you! in union with the other Prelates, 


that yi you * expreſs your « - diſapprobation of the 


condu@ of theſe ill-adviſed Catholics, re- 
calling them back to > their duty, and admo- 


— — — 
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niſhing them to be aware of the ſnares 
of the evIL minded, who have no other 


view than to ew than to ſubvert the fundamental baſis of 
— and the Throne! 


— —5i8ßißi— 


It was not doubted at Rome, but that the prelates 
and paſtors of the Roman Catholic Church of Ireland, 


ever faichful to their duty, would have anticipated the 


ſentiments herein expreſſed on this ſubject, but at ſuch a 
moment, it was as thought of advantage to the conftitutzd 


— — — 
— 


civil authority 1 in that kingdom, to have it underſtood, 


that ſuch were the principles zealouſly inculcated by 


—_— — — — 


Rome. Ic Has been allowed by Proteſtants of high autho- 


—— ——— — — — —— — - — — , 
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rity, that this and other ſimilar letters from Rome e Sir 
culated at that time through t the country, in union with 


the meaſures of Government, produced the ha appieſt | 
effects, which truth has alſo beeg candidly acknowledged 


by Teveral eminent prelates of the eſtabliſhed church: 
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